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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Armington et al. (US 6,877,297 B2), in view of Sakayori et ah (US 2002/0002516 A1), in 
further view of Bloom (US 6,974,928 B2), and in further view of Aoki (5,325,304). 

Re claims 1 and 7, Armington et al. disclose a parts kit production support 
system / program of making a computer execute an operation, for supporting production 
of a parts kit in which predetermined parts are packaged together (See e.g. col. 48, 
lines 48-50 - a method of packaging a plurality of items in one or more containers), 
comprising: an order database for storing, in advance, order data which indicates data 
of the parts kit required by an orderer, and specification data which indicates data of 
parts included in the parts kit (See e.g. col. 45, lines 51-59); a collection instructing 
section for outputting a collection instruction sheet according to the data stored in the 
order database when completion of the reception of the specific parts to be packaged 
together is confirmed, wherein the collection instruction sheet includes data of the parts 
to be packaged together and the shelf position identification data (See e.g. col. 5, lines 
56-64). 
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Armington et al. do not explicitly disclose a stock database for storing data of 
stocked parts; a reception accepting section for associating parts slip data with the 
order data and storing the associated data into the order database, wherein the parts 
slip data, input using a terminal, is data of a parts slip which is appended to each 
received unit of parts; a reception slip issuing section for issuing, according to the data 
stored in the order database, a reception slip in which parts identification data for 
identifying the received parts are described. 

However, Sakayori et al. disclose a stock database for storing data of stocked 
parts (See e.g. paragraph 0033 - a database which stores a number of specific parts 
contained in inventory); a reception accepting section for associating parts slip data with 
the order data and storing the associated data into the order database, wherein the 
parts slip data, input using a terminal, is data of a parts slip which is appended to each 
received unit of parts; a reception slip issuing section for issuing, according to the data 
stored in the order database, a reception slip in which parts identification data for 
identifying the received parts are described (See e.g. paragraph 0039- 0040 managing 
receipt of an order and issuance of an order -display step and icon for identifying 
receipt). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time of the invention, to modify Armington et al., to include a stock database, a 
reception accepting section and a reception slip issuing section, as taught by Sakayori 
et al., in order to classify and organize data needed to accelerate the packaging 
process. 
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Armington et al., in view of Sakayori, do not explicitly disclose a stock 
management section for associating the parts identification data, which is described in 
the reception slip and is input using a terminal, with shelf position identification data 
which is also input using a terminal and is individually assigned to a shelf on which the 
relevant parts are stored, and storing the associated data into the stock database; 

However, Bloom discloses a stock management section for associating the parts 
identification data, which is described in the reception slip and is input using a terminal, 
with shelf position identification data which is also input using a terminal and is 
individually assigned to a shelf on which the relevant parts are stored, and storing the 
associated data into the stock database (see e.g. col. 3, lines 8-28). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time of the invention, to modify Armington et al., in view of Sakayori et al., and 
include a stock management section for associating the parts identification data, which 
is described in the reception slip and is input using a terminal, with shelf position 
identification data which is also input using a terminal and is individually assigned to a 
shelf on which the relevant parts are stored, and storing the associated data into the 
stock database, as taught by Bloom, in order to facilitate the retrieval of needed parts. 

Armington et al., in view of Sakayori.and in further view of Bloom do not explicitly 
disclose a stock state confirming section for confirming a date of shipment of the parts 
kit according to the data stored in the order database, and confirming, according to the 
data stored in the stock database, whether reception of specific parts to be packaged in 
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the parts kit has been completed by a predetermined number of days before the date of 
shipment. 

However, Aoki discloses a stock state confirming section for confirming a date of 
shipment of the parts kit according to the data stored in the order database, and 
confirming, according to the data stored in the stock database, whether reception of 
specific parts to be packaged in the parts kit has been completed by a predetermined 
number of days before the date of shipment (see e.g. col. 5, lines 32-41). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time of the invention, to modify Armington et al., in view of Sakayori, and Bloom, to 
include a stock state confirming section for confirming a date of shipment of the parts kit 
according to the data stored in the order database, and confirming, according to the 
data stored in the stock database, whether reception of specific parts to be packaged in . 
the parts kit has been completed by a predetermined number of days before the date of 
shipment,^in order to integrate efficient scheduling and customer satisfaction into the 
system. 

Re claim 2, Armington et al. disclose a parts kit production support system, 
further comprising: an insufficient parts confirming section for outputting a list of 
insufficient parts together with data of one or more manufacturers of the insufficient 
parts when the reception of the specific parts to be packaged together has not been 
completed (See e.g. col. 49, lines 28-31). 
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Re claim 3, Armington et al. disclose a parts kit production support system, 
further comprising: a packaging specification database for storing, in advance, 
specification Of packaging for the parts to be packaged together; and a packaging 
instructing section for outputting, according to the data stored in the packaging 
specification database, a packaging instruction sheet for instructing packaging of the 
parts described in the collection instruction sheet (See e.g. col. 4, lines 22-34). 

Re claim 4, Armington et al. disclose a parts kit production support system, 
further comprising: a contents specification output section for outputting, according to 
data for indicating and identifying the parts to be packaged together, a specification 
which includes contents specification of the parts to be packaged together and is 
attached to the parts kit, wherein the data for indicating and identifying the parts to be 
packaged together is described in the packaging instruction sheet and is input using a 
terminal (See e.g. col. 2, lines 61-67). 

Re claims 5 and 6, Armington et al. disclose a parts kit production support 
system, wherein at least one of the parts slip data, the parts identification data, and the 
shelf position identification data is indicated by a barcode; wherein the data for 
indicating and identifying the parts to be packaged together is indicated by a barcode 
(See e.g. col. 46, lines 3-8). 
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Conclusion 



3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure, et al. Gleditsch (US 6,415,195 B1), Chucta (4,669,047), Ashara 
et al. (5,528,489), Littl et al. (5,148,370). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Luna Champagne whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7177. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Florian Zeender can be reached on (571) 272-6790. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto:gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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